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The Holy Fucharist

The Nativity of Our Lord
10:30 p.m. December 24, 2009

tH  The Word of God i+t

Prelude Selections for the Season of Christmas St. Luke’s Handbell Ringers
Introit Thou Shalt Know Him Mark Sirett
Thou shalt know him when he comes, Thou shalt know him when he comes,

Not by any din of drums, Not by his crown or by his gown,
nor his manners, nor his airs, But his coming known shall be,
Nor by anything he wears. By the holy harmony which his coming

makes in thee.
Thou shalt know him when he comes. Amen. Amen.

Station of the Creche

As we prepare to celebrate the birth of Christ, we pause to bless this Christmas manger scene.
The practice of erecting such mangers was begun by Saint Francis of Assisi as a means to set
forth the message of Christmas.

When we look upon these figures, the Christmas gospel comes alive and we are moved to
rejoice in the mystery of the incarnation of the Son of God.

Celebrant The word was made flesh and dwelt among us:
People And we beheld his glory.

Most merciful and loving God, you have made this day holy by the incarnation of your
Son Jesus Christ, and by the child-bearing of the Blessed Virgin Mary: Grant that we
your people may enter with joy into the celebration of this day, and may also rejoice for
ever as your adopted sons and daughters. Bless all who look upon this manger; may it
remind us of the humble birth of Jesus, and raise up our thoughts to him, who is God-
with-us and Savior of all, and who lives and reigns for ever and ever; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.



Hymn 83 O come, all ye faithful

1 O come, all ye faithful,
joyful and triumphant,
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;
come, and behold him,
born the King of angels; Refrain

3 Sing, choirs of angels,
sing in exultation,
sing, all ye citizens of heaven above;
glory to God,

glory in the highest;  Refrain

4 See how the shepherds,
summoned to his cradle,
leaving their flocks, draw nigh to gaze;
we too will thither
bend our joyful footsteps; Refrain

ADESTE FIDELES

2 God from God,
Light from Light eternal,
lo! he abhors not the Virgin’s womb;
only-begotten
Son of God the Father; Refrain

5 Child, for us sinners
poor and in the manger,
we would embrace thee, with love and awe;
who would not love thee,
loving us so dearly?  Refrain

6 Yea, Lord, we greet thee,
born this happy morning;
Jesus, to thee be glory given;
Word of the Father,
now in flesh appearing; Refrain

Refrain
O come, let us adore him, O come let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord.

Opening Sentences

Celebrant
People

Hymn 96

1 Angels we have heard on high,
singing sweetly through the night,
and the mountains in reply
echoing their brave delight.
Gloria in excelsis Deo.

Angels we have heard on high

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit
And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever.

GLORIA

2 Come to Bethlehem and see
him whose birth the angels sing;
come, adore on bended knee
Christ, the Lord, the newborn King.
Gloria in excelsis Deo.



Celebrant The Lord be with you
People And also with you
Celebrant Let us pray

The Collect of the Day

O God, you have caused this holy night to shine with the brightness of the true Light:
Grant that we, who have known the mystery of that Light on earth, may also enjoy him
perfectly in heaven; where with you and the Holy Spirit he lives and reigns, one God, in
glory everlasting.

People Amen.

Please be seated
The Lessons
A reading from the Prophet Isaiah, chapter 62, beginning with the 6™ verse

Upon your walls, O Jerusalem, | have posted sentinels; all day and all night they shall
never be silent. You who remind the LORD, take no rest, and give him no rest until he
establishes Jerusalem and makes it renowned throughout the earth. The LORD has sworn
by his right hand and by his mighty arm: 1 will not again give your grain to be food for
your enemies, and foreigners shall not drink the wine for which you have labored; but
those who garner it shall eat it and praise the LORD, and those who gather it shall

drink it in my holy courts. Go through, go through the gates, prepare the way for the
people; build up, build up the highway, clear it of stones, lift up an ensign over the
peoples. The LORD has proclaimed to the end of the earth: Say to daughter Zion, ‘See,
your salvation comes; his reward is with him, and his recompense before him. *They
shall be called, ‘The Holy People, The Redeemed of the LORD’; and you shall be called,
‘Sought Out, A City Not Forsaken.’

The Word of the Lord
People Thanks be to God



Psalm 97 (Sung by the choir) Anglican chant by Henry Thomas Smart

1

10

11

12

The LORD is King; let the earth rejoice; *
let the multitude of the isles be glad.

Clouds and darkness are round about him, *
righteousness and justice are the foundations of his throne.

A fire goes before him *
and burns up his enemies on every side.

His lightnings light up the world; *
the earth sees it and is afraid.

The mountains melt like wax at the presence of the LORD, *
at the presence of the Lord of the whole earth.

The heavens declare his righteousness, *
and all the peoples see his glory.

Confounded be all who worship carved images and delight in false gods! *
Bow down before him, all you gods.

Zion hears and is glad, and the cities of Judah rejoice, *
because of your judgments, O LORD.

For you are the LORD, most high over all the earth; *
you are exalted far above all gods.

The LORD loves those who hate evil; *
he preserves the lives of his saints
and delivers them from the hand of the wicked.

Light has sprung up for the righteous, *
and joyful gladness for those who are truehearted.

Rejoice in the LORD, you righteous, *
and give thanks to his holy Name.



A reading from the letter of Paul to Titus, chapter 3, beginning with the 4™ verse

But when the goodness and loving-kindness of God our Savior appeared, he saved us,
not because of any works of righteousness that we had done, but according to his mercy,
through the water of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit. This Spirit he poured out on
us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that, having been justified by his grace, we
might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life.

The Word of the Lord
People Thanks be to God

Hymn 87 Hark! the herald angels sing MENDELSSOHN

1 Hark! the herald angels sing glory to the newborn King!
Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!
Joyful, all ye nations, rise, join the triumph of the skies;
with the angelic host proclaim Christ is born in Bethlehem!
Hark! the herald angels sing glory to the newborn King!

2 Christ, by highest heaven adored; Christ the everlasting Lord;
Late in time behold him come, offspring of the Virgin’s womb.
Veiled in flesh the God-head see; hail the incarnate Deity.
Pleased as man with us to dwell; Jesus, our Emmanuel!

Hark! the herald angels sing glory to the newborn King!

3 Mild he lays his glory by, born that we no more may die,
Born to raise us from the earth, born to give us second birth.
Risen with healing in his wings, light and life to all he brings,
Hail, the Sun of Righteousness! Hail, the heaven-born Prince of Peace!
Hark! the herald angels sing glory to the newborn King!

Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke 2:8-20
People Glory to you, Lord Christ

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock
by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone
around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for
see-- | am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day



in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you:
you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” And suddenly
there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,
"Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!"
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another,
‘Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has
made known to us.” So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child
lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made known what had been told them
about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But
Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned,
glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.

The Gospel of the Lord
People Praise to you, Lord Christ

The Sermon The Rev. Norman Bray

The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all
that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from
true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all
things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the
power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was
made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death
and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come
again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He
has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic
Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.



The Prayers of the People Please respond with “Lord, hear our prayer.”

Sisters and brothers, rejoicing in the love of God that has taken flesh among us in
Christ Jesus, let us confidently bring to the Lord the petitions of our heart this
Christmas night, saying, Lord, hear our prayer.

For the believing community throughout the world, especially those in positions of
leadership, that they might always work to give glory to God and to bring peace to our
earth, let us pray to the Lord.

For the church gathered in this place, that we might always bear the good news of God's
living presence in our world, towards deepening of Christmas faith and living that faith
in love, let us pray to the Lord.

For those lost in the darkness of prejudice, hostility, and fear; for those burdened by the
yoke of injustice, terrorism, hunger, and war; and for all our brothers and sisters in any
need, especially those on our Parish Prayer Lists, that the light and life that is the Lord
might touch their hearts this night, let us pray to the Lord.

For the homeless, and for the children born in the midst of poverty and pain, that there
be room at the inn for all God's people, let us pray to the Lord.

For the sick and the dying among us, especially those on our prayer lists, and for those
who care for them, that the God whose love extends from the wood of the manger to the
wood of the cross might bless them this night with the gift of peace, let us pray to the
Lord.

For those who have died, and on the anniversary of her death, Nellie Walters, let us pray
to the Lord.

All loving and gracious God, we thank you for gracing us with the gift of your Son.
Confident of your continuing love for us, we have placed our needs before you. Hear
and answer our prayers, through that same Christ, newly born this night, our Lord and
Savior, forever and ever. Amen.

The Peace

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.



t+  The Holy Communion ¥+

Offertory Hallelujah! Light Has Come A, L. &R. Barlow
The Mathis Quartet
Hymn 93 Angels from the realms of glory REGENT SQUARE
1 Angels, from the realms of glory, 3 Sages, leave your contemplations;
wing Yyour flight o’er all the earth; brighter visions beam afar:
ye, who sang creation’s story, seek the great Desire of nations;
now proclaim Messiah’s birth: ye have seen his natal star:
Refrain Refrain
2 Shepherds in the field abiding, 4 Saints before the altar bending,
watching o’er your flocks by night, watching long in hope and fear,
God with you is now residing; suddenly the Lord, descending,
yonder shines the infant Light: in his temple shall appear:
Refrain Refrain

Refrain: Come and worship, come and worship,
Worship Christ, the newborn King.

The Great Thanksgiving (Prayer B)

Celebrant The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.

People We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you,
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Because you gave Jesus Christ, your
only Son, to be born for us; who, by the mighty power of the Holy Spirit, was made
perfect Man of the flesh of the Virgin Mary his mother; so that we might be delivered
from the bondage of sin, and receive power to become your children.



Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all
the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your
Name:

Sanctus S 130

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
Heaven and earth are full, full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest.

The people stand or kneel.

Then the Celebrant continues

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known
to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through
the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last
days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer
of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand
before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into
righteousness, out of death into life.

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is
my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” After supper he
took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said,
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you
and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the
remembrance of me.” Therefore, according to his command, O Father,

Celebrant and People

We remember his death,

We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;



The Celebrant continues

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting
to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. We pray you, gracious God, to
send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of
Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we
may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of
time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly
country where, with St. Luke and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage
of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation,
the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation. By him, and with him, and in
him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now
and for ever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

People and Celebrant

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.
A period of silence is kept.

Fraction Anthem S 152

Celebrant Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for
you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

St. Luke’s Handbell Ringers: Carol of the Bells arr. Cathy Moklebust

St. Luke’s Choir: Nativity Carol John Rutter



Hymn 89

1 It came upon the midnight clear,
that glorious song of old,
from angels bending near the earth
to touch their harps of gold:
“Peace on the earth, good will to men,
from heaven’s all-gracious King.”
The world in solemn stillness lay
to hear the angels sing.

It came upon a midnight clear

CAROL

3 Yet with the woes of sin and strife

the world has suffered long;

beneath the heavenly hymn have rolled
two thousand years of wrong;

and warring humankind hears not

the tidings which they bring;

O hush the noise and cease your strife
and hear the angels sing!

2 Still through the cloven skies they come 4 For lo! the days are hastening on,

with peaceful wings unfurled,

and still their heavenly music floats
o’er all the weary world;

above its sad and lowly plains

they bend on hovering wing,

and ever o’er its Babel-sounds

the blessed angels sing.

The Mathis Quartet:

O Holy Night

by prophets seen of old,

when with the ever-circling years
shall come the time foretold,

when peace shall over all the earth
its ancient splendors fling,

and all the world give back the song
which now the angels sing.

Adolphe Adam

with James Matthews, piano

Please kneel

Hymn 111  Silent night, holy night

1 Silent night, holy night,
all is calm, all is bright
round yon virgin mother and child.
Holy infant, so tender and mild,
sleep in heavenly peace.

STILLE NACHT

2 Silent night, holy night,

shepherds quake at the sight,
glories stream from heaven afar,
heavenly hosts sing alleluia;
Christ, the Savior, is born!

3 Silent night, holy night,
Son of God, love’s pure light
radiant beams from thy holy face,
with the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.



Postcommunion Prayer

Celebrant Let us pray.

Celebrant and People

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the
Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant
us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of
heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Christmas Season Blessing

May Almighty God, who sent his Son to take our nature upon him, bless you in this
holy season, scatter the darkness of sin, and brighten your heart with the light of his
holiness. Amen.

May God, who sent his angels to proclaim the glad news of the Savior’s birth, fill you
with joy, and make you heralds of the Gospel. Amen.

May God, who in the Word made flesh joined heaven to earth and earth to heaven, give
you his peace and favor. Amen.

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon
you and remain with you for ever. Amen.

Hymn 100  Joy to the world! ANTIOCH
1 Joy to the world! the Lord is come: 3 No more let sins and sorrows grow,
let earth receive her King; nor thorns infest the ground,;
let every heart prepare him room, he comes to make his blessings flow
and heaven and nature sing... far as the curse is found...

2 Joy to the world! the Savior reigns; 4 He rules the world with truth and grace,

let us our songs employ, and makes the nations prove
while fields and floods, rocks, hills, the glories of his righteousness,
and plains, and wonders of his love...

repeat the sounding joy...



The Dismissal

Celebrant Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.
People Thanks be to God.
Postlude In dulci jubilo J.S. Bach
St Luke’s Choir
Sopranos Altos Tenors Basses
Eileen Bray Jo-Ann Anderson Les Furr James Matthews
Janice Lanier Beth Stewart Pat Furr Garrett Reed
Elizabeth Mathis Frances Stone Steve Glenn  Fred Watterson
Theresa McKeithan Dee Helton
Janice McLaulin
Claudia Smith
The Mathis Quartet
Millie Mathis Emilyanne Mathis
Elizabeth Mathis Meghan Gilliland

with James Matthews, piano

St. Luke’s Handbell Ringers

Pat Furr Elizabeth Mathis Cindy Smith
Ashton Lanier James Matthews Taylor Smith
Janice Lanier Garrett Reed Frances Stone
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Serving Today

10:30 p.m.: Ushers: Lynn McKeithan, Tom Sherrel Greeters: Elizabeth Simpson, Jimmie Sue
Sims Acolytes: Taylor Christmas, Alle Christmas Old Testament Reader: Doug Simmons New
Testament Reader: Eileen Bray Crucifer: Doug Simmons Lay Eucharistic Minister: Eileen
Bray Intercessor: Fred Watterson

Join our outreach ministry by becoming a cook or
deliverer for the Sunday meals program.
Teams serve approximately every 2 months.
Call the parish office (482-2431) if you would like to sign up.

Serving on the Altar Guild for December:
Pat Furr (526-3142), Nancy Connolly, Jimmie Sue Sims, Jessica Hasty

Serving on the Hostess Committee for December:
Nancy Connolly (482-4935), Janice Lanier, Anne Mathis, Billie Forester

This week in our Parish:

Thursday Office closed
5:30 p.m. Pageant, HE Rite 1l
10:30 p.m. HE Rite Il

Friday Merry Christmas, Office closed
10:00 a.m. HE Rite |1

Saturday 10:00 a.m. HE, Rite I, St. Stephen

Sunday 7:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist Rite |
8:15 a.m. Breakfast
9:00 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist Rite 11
9:00 -12:00 p.m. Nursery available during worship and Sunday school

Vestry: Class of 2009: Doug Melvin, John deBrauwere, Eddie B. Mathis
Class of 2010: Mark Clikas, George Hutton 111, David Goldberger
Class of 2011: Milton O’Dell, Claudia Smith, LaRhonda Glenn



