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The Holy Eucharist

The Nativity of Our Lord
10:30 p.m. December 24, 2007

A A A The Word of God AAA
Prelude ARnGesu Bambinobo
ANoOel Novellettebo Craig A. Penfield
ALo, How a Roseo
Hymn 82

1 Of the Fathers love begotten,
ere the worlds began to be,
He is Alpha and Omega,
he the source, the ending he,
of the things that are, that have been,
and that future years shall see,
evermore and evermore

2 O that birth for ever blessed,
when the Virgin, full of grace,
by the Holy Ghost conceiving,
bore the Savior of our race;
and the Babe, t he
first revealed his sacred face,
evermore and evermore!

Station of the Creche

3 Let the heights of heaven adore him;

angel hosts, his praises sing;
powers, dominions, bow before him,
and extol our God and King;

let no tongue on earth be silent,
every voice in concert ring,
evermore and evermore!

4 Christ, to thee with God the Father,

and, O Holy Ghost, to thee,

hymn and chant and high thanksgiving,
and unwearied praises be;

tooor, glody@nsl doRieiach,e € me r
and eternal victory,

evermore and evermore!

CelebrantThe word was made flesh and dwelt among us:

PeopleAnd we beheld his glory.

Most merciful and loving God, you have made this day holy by the incarnation of your
Son Jesus Christ, and by the child-bearing of the Blessed Virgin Mary: Grant that we
your people may enter with joy into the celebration of this day, and may also rejoice for
ever as your adopted sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



Hymn 83

1 O come, all ye faithful,
joyful and triumphant,
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;
come, and behold him,
born the King of angels;

2 God from God,
Light from Light eternal,
| o! he abhors not
only-begotten
Son of God the Father;

3 Sing, choirs of angels,
sing in exultation,
sing, all ye citizens of heaven above;
glory to God,
glory in the highest;

Refrain
O come, let us adore him,
Christ the Lord.

Opening Sentences

4 See how the shepherds,

summoned to his cradle,

leaving their flocks, draw nigh to gaze;
we too will thither

bend our joyful footsteps;

5 Child, for us sinners

poor and in the manger,

t hwe wodld emigracerthéeswithwlavenaid ;awe;

who would not love thee,
loving us so dearly?

6 Yea, Lord, we greet thee,

born this happy morning;
Jesus, to thee be glory given;
Word of the Father,

now in flesh appearing;

Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever

CelebrantThe Lord be with you.

PeopleAnd also with you.
CelebrantLet us pray.

Collect for Purity

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that
we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our

Lord. Amen.



Gloria S 280

1 Glory to God in the highest, 3 For you alone are the Holy One,
and peace to his people on earth. you alone are the Lord,
Lord God, heavenly King, you alone are the Most High,
almighty God and Father, Jesus Christ,
we worship you, we give you thanks, with the Holy Spirit,
we praise you for your glory. in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

2 Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father;
receive our prayer.

CelebrantThe Lord be with you PeopleAnd also with you CelebrantLet us pray

The Collect of the Day

O God, you have caused this holy night to shine with the brightness of the true Light:
Grant that we, who have known the mystery of that Light on earth, may also enjoy him
perfectly in heaven; where with you and the Holy Spirit he lives and reigns, one God, in
glory everlasting.

PeopleAmen.

Please be seated
The Lessons
A reading from the Prophet Isaiah chapter 62 beginning with the 6™ verse

®Upon your walls, O Jerusalem, I have posted sentinels; all day and all night they shall

never be silent. You who remind the LORD, take no rest, and give him no rest until he
establishes Jerusalem and makes it renowned throughout the earth. “The LORD has

sworn by his right hand and by his mighty arm: 1 will not again give your grain to be

food for your enemies, and foreigners shall not drink the wine for which you have

laboured:; “but those who garner it shall eat it and praise the LoRD, and those who gather

it shall drink it in my holy courts.’’Go through, go through the gates, prepare the way

for the people; build up, build up the highway, clear it of stones, lift up an ensign over

the peoples."‘The LoRD has proclaimed to the end of the earth: Say to daughter

Zion,6 See, your salvati on andhimecsmpendsbefore r e wa



hi MThey shall b e Peapke, [THe Redeemediofliie EoOrROdQ | yYand y o
shall be cal Dgd, COBguldlbt Forsaken. 6
The Word of the Lord

PeopleThanks be to God

Robert Knox Kennedy (b. 1945)
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Psalm 97
1The Lord is Kimnacegé. |l et the earth re

let the multitude of the isles be glad.
2 Clouds and darkness are round about him,
righteousness and justice are the foundations of his throne.

3 A fire goes before him

and burns up his enemies on every side
4 His lightnings light up the world;

the earth sees it and is afraid .

5 The mountains melt like wax at the presence of the Lord,
at the presence of the Lord of the whole earth.

6 The heavens declare his righteousness

and all the peoples see his glory.

7Confounded be all who worshigodtarved it
Bow down bedlgoongodshi m, é.

8Zi on hears and is gl aace, €. and the citie
because of youprd.j udgments, ¢€é.0

9For you are the Lordathé. most high over
you are exalted far above all gods

10 The Lord loves those who hate evil;

hepreser ves the | ives of his saintswickedand d

11 Light has sprung up for the righteous,

and joyful gladness for those who are truehearted.
12 Rejoice in the Lord, you righteous,

and give thanks to his holy Name



A reading from the letter of Paul to Titus chapter 3 beginning with the 4™ verse

“But when the goodness and loving-kindness of God our Saviour appeared, “he saved
us, not because of any works of righteousness that we had done, but according to his
mercy, through the water- of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit. °This Spirit he
poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Saviour, 'so that, having been justified
by his grace, we might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life.

The Word of the Lord

PeopleThanks be to God

Hymn 84

1 Love came down at Christmas, 3 Love shall be our token;
love all lovely, love divine; love be yours and love be mine,
love was born at Christmas: love to God and neighbor,
star and angels gave the sign. love for plea and gift and sign.

2 Worship we the Godhead,
love incarnate, love divine;
worship we our Jesus,
but wherewith for sacred sign?

Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke
People Glory to you, Lord Christ

2In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be
registered. “This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor
of Syria. “All went to their own towns to be registered. “Joseph also went from the town
of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was
descended from the house and family of David. “He went to be registered with Mary, to
whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. “While they were there, the time
came for her to deliver her child. "And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped
him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in
the inn. 8 In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over
their flock by night. “Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. ‘’But the angel said to them, 6 Do
be afraid; for seed | am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: “'to you
is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, who is the Messiah,~ the Lord. **This will
be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a

n c
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ma n g ‘eAnd siéddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host,~

praising God and saying, ‘6 G| ory t o God i andonéarthpehceé ghe st
among t hose whibWherthe andelahaddeti thesnlandl gone into
heaven, the shepherds said to one anoth
thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made knownt o '(iSe the® went with

haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. ‘"When they saw

this, they made known what had been told them about this child; ““and all who heard it

were amazed at what the shepherds told them. *’But Mary treasured all these words and
pondered them in her heart. ““The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for

all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.

The Gospel of the Lord
PeoplePraise to you, Lord Christ

The Sermon The Rev. Norman Bray

The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all
that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, théydBon of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from
true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all
things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the
power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was

made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death
and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaveand is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come
again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son. With the Féher and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He
has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic
Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the
resurrection of the dead, and the life of thevorld to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People Pleaserespondwith Lor d, hear our

The Peace
CelebrantThe peace of the Lord be always with you.
PeopleAnd also with you.

A A A The Holy Communion

>
>
>
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Offertory Joy has filled the Sky Davis
St. Lukeds Choir & Handbell

Hymn 87

1 Hark! the herald angels sing 3 Mild he lays his glory by,
glory to the newborn King! born that we no more may die,
Peace on earth and mercy mild, born to raise us from the earth,
God and sinners reconciled! born to give us second birth.
Joyful, all ye nations, rise, Risen with healing in his wings,
join the triumph of the skies; light and life to all he brings,
with the angelic host proclaimhail, the Sun of Righteousness!
Christ is born in Bethlehem! hail, the heaven-born Prince of Peace!

2 Christ, by highest heaven adored; Refrain
Christ, the everlasting Lord; Hark! the herald angels sing
late in time behold him come, glory to the newborn King!

of fspring of the Virginds womb.
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see;

hail the incarnate Deity.

Pleased as man with man to dwell;

Jesus, our Emmanuel!

The Great Thanksgiving (Prayer B)

Celebrant and People

The Lord be with you.

PeopleAnd also with you.

CelebrantLift up your hearts.

PeopleWe lift them to the Lord.

CelebrantLet us give thanks to the Lord our God.

Peoplelt is right to give him thanks and praise.

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you,
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.

Because you gave Jesus Christ, your only Son, to be born for us; who, by the mighty
power of the Holy Spirit, was made perfect Man of the flesh of the Virgin Mary his
mother; so that we might be delivered from the bondage of sin, and receive power to
become your children.



Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all
the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your
Name:

Sanctus S 124
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

The people stand or kneel.

Then the Celebrant continues

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known
to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through
the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last
days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer
of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand
before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into
righteousness, out of death into life.

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had
given thanks to you, he broke it, and g
my Body, which is given for you. Do t hi
took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said,

ADrink this, al/l of you: This is my BI
and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the
remembrance of me. 0 Ther e(dFathere, accor din

Celebrant and People

We remember his death,

We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory

The Celebrant continues

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting
to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. We pray you, gracious God, to
send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of
Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we



may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of
time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly
country where, with St. Luke and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage
of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation,
the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation. By him, and with him, and in
him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now
and for ever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior As our Savior Christ has taught us, has taught us, we are bold to
say, we now pray,

People and Celebrant

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kihgdom come,

thy will be done, on earh as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, for everand ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.
A period of silence is kept.

Fraction Anthem S 154
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast.

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for
you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

A Babe is Born arr. Lucas
Chill of the Nightfall Hopson
Hymn 112

1 In the bleak midwinter, 3 Angels and archangels



frosty wind made moan,

earth stood hard as iron,

water like a stone;

snow had fallen, snow on snow,
SNOW 0on Snow,

in the bleak midwinter,

long ago.

2 Our God, heaven cannot hold him,
nor earth sustain;

heaven and earth shall flee away
when he comes to reign:

in the bleak midwinter

a stable-place sufficed

the Lord God incarnate,

Jesus Christ.

may have gathered there,
cherubim and seraphim
thronged the air;

but his mother only,

in her maiden bliss,
worshiped the beloved
with a kiss.

4 What can | give him,

poor as | am?

If | were a shepherd,

| would bring a lamb;

if | were a wise man,

| would do my part;

yet what I can | give himd
give my heart.

Hymn 101

1 Away in a manger, no crib for his bed,
the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head.
The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay,
the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.

2 The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes,
but little Lord Jesus no crying he makes.
I love thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky,
and stay by my side until morning is nigh.

3 Be near me, Lord Jesus; | ask thee to stay
close by me for ever, and love me | pray.
Bless all the dear children in thy tender care,
and fit us for heaven to live with thee there.

Hymn 96

3 Come to Bethlehem and see
him whose birth the angels sing;

1 Angels we have heard on high,
singing sweetly through the night,



and the mountains in reply
echoing their brave delight.
Gloria in excelsis Deo.

2 Shepherds, why this jubilee?
Why these songs of happy cheer?
What great brightness did you see?
What glad tidings did you hear?
Gloria in excelsis Deo.

Please kneel
Hymn 111

1 Silent night, holy night,
all is calm, all is bright
round yon virgin mother and child.
Holy infant, so tender and mild,
sleep in heavenly peace.

2 Silent night, holy night,
shepherds quake at the sight,
glories stream from heaven afar,
heavenly hosts sing alleluia;
Christ, the Savior, is born!

Postcommunion Prayer
CelebrantLet us pray.
Cdebrant and People

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of

come, adore on bended knee
Christ, the Lord, the newborn King.
Gloria in excelsis Deo.

4 See him in a manger laid

whom the angels praise above;
Mary, Joseph, lend your aid,
while we raise our hearts in love.
Gloria in excelsis Deo.

3 Silent night, holy night,
Son of God, | oveods

radiant beams from thy holy face,
with the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.

your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the

Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us

strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart;

through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Blessing

May Almighty God, who sent his Son to take our nature upon him, bless you in this
holy season, scatter the darkness of sin, and brighten your heart with the light of his

holiness. Amen.

P



Hymn 100

1 Joy to the world! the Lord is come: 3 No more let sins and sorrows grow,
let earth receive her King; nor thorns infest the ground;
let every heart prepare him room, he comes to make his blessings flow
and heaven and nature sing. far as the curse is found.

2 Joy to the world! the Savior reigns; 4 He rules the world with truth and grace,
let us our songs employ, and makes the nations prove
while fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains,  the glories of his righteousness,
repeat the sounding joy. and wonders of his love.

The Dismissal

The Deacon, or the Celebrant, dismisses them with these words
DeaconLet us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.
PeopleThanks be to God.

Postiude A" Gl ori a in Excelsis Deoo

St Lukeds Choir

Sopranos Alto Tenors/Baritone
Eileen Bray Jo-Ann Anderson Dee Callaway-Helton
Alle Christmas Kim Everett Les Furr

Taylor Christmas Meghan Gilliland Pat Furr

Millie Mathis Elizabeth Mathis Steve Glenn

Theresa McKeithan Emilyanne Mathis Andy Williams
Janice McLaulin Beth Stewart

Yvonne Milton

Claudia Smith

Additional Musicians
Parish Musician: Frances Stone

Organist: David McCormick

Soloists: Millie Mathis, Bryan Walker

Trio: Meghan Gilliland, Emilyanne Mathis, Elizabeth Mathis,
Hand bells: Taylor Smith, Cindy Smith, Kim Everett

Serving Today

10:30 p.m. Ushers: John deBrauwere, Dean Laramore Greeters: Susan Lockey, Lottie
Williams Acolytes: Elizabeth Mathis, Ashlee Laramore Old Tedament Reader:.Larry Cloud



New Testament Readefred Watterson Lay Eucharistic Ministers: Chuck Smith & Anne

Mathis

Join our outreach ministry by becoming a cook or
deliverer for the Sunday meals program.
Teams serve approximately every 2 months.
Call the parish office (482-2431) if you would like to sign up.

Serving on the Altar Guild for December:
Theresa McKeithan (592790),Georganne Sherrel, Debbie Cloud,

Susan Lockey

Serving on the Hostess Committedior December:
Cathy Benoit (526532),Rochelle Wagner, Jorene Dunaway, Anne Watterson

Monday

Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday

Friday

This week in our Parish:

Office closed

12:30:5 p.m. Bridge

5:30 p.m.Family service, pageant
10:30 p.m.Holy Eucharist Rite 1l
Office closed, Merry Christmas
10:00 pm. Morning Prayer
Office closed

6:30 p.m.Evening Prayer

Office closed

8:00 p.m.Al-Anon meeting, parish hall
Office closed

Vestry: Class of 2007: Nancy Connolly, Kenny Graden, Theresa McKeithan
Class of 2008: Elizabeth Simpson, Chuck Smith, Anne Watterson
Class of 2009: Doug Melvin, John deBrauwere, Eddie B. Mathis
Class of 2010: Mark Clikas, George Hutton, Jr., David Goldberger



