HIGHLIGHTS
OF THE APRIL
WORSHIP CALENDAR

April 1- Maundy Thursday

April 2- Good Friday

April 3- Holy Saturday—The Great Vigil of Easter
April 4- The Sunday of the Resurrection

April 21- Anselm, Archbishop of Canterbury- Anselm is the most important Christian theologian
in the West between Augustine and Thomas Aquinas. His two great accomplishments are his
Proslogium (in which he undertakes to show that Reason requires that men should believe in
God), and his Cur Deus Homo? (in which he undertakes to show that Divine Love responding to
human rebelliousness requires that God should become a man).

April 28(translated from April 26)—St. Mark- The book of Acts mentions a Mark, or John Mark,
a kinsman of Barnabas (Col 4:10). The house of his mother Mary was a meeting place for
Christians in Jerusalem (Acts 12:12). When Paul and Barnabas, who had been in Antioch, came
to Jerusalem, they brought Mark back to Antioch with them (12:25), and he accompanied them
on their first missionary journey (13:5), but left them prematurely and returned to Jerusalem
(13:13). The Gospel of Mark, in describing the arrest of Jesus (14:51f), speaks of a young man
who followed the arresting party, wearing only a linen cloth wrapped around his body, whom the
arresting party tried to seize, but who left the cloth in their hands and fled naked. It is speculated
that this young man was the writer himself, since the detail is hardly worth mentioning if he were
not.

Tradition has it that after the death of Peter, Mark left Rome and went to preach in Alexandria,
Egypt, where he was eventually martyred.

It is natural to identify the John Mark of Acts with the Gospel-writer and interpreter of Peter, and
this identification is standard in liturgical references to Mark. However, "Mark" is the
commonest of Latin first names, and they may well have been separate persons.



