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Dear Friends,

It always feels a little awkward to writaut the new year

for the first few times. Something new always requires
some time for us to adjust, whether it is to the new name
for the year that we are coming to or to a new pastor or a
new congregation, or a new pair of shoes. You and |
have had timéo adjust to each other over the last seven
months and now it is time to begin our first New Year
together. | confess that | am excited about being here
with you and starting out a brand new year. No one
knows what the New Year will bring, joy or grief,
elation or despair, jubilation, or maybe just a
comfortable status quo (I am not hoping for that one!),
because we are not always in control of the events that
make up our lives. You can say that God moves in
mysterious ways or you can say that life juspgens
sometimes, either way, we are not always in control, but
we do control some things.
in our lives but we can change some of them and every
time that we change something, whether it is our idea to
change or not, brings new pportunities, new
experiences, into our lives. Sometimes we wish that
things would stay just the way that they are but that is
not how God ordered creation, creation is going on
constantly, growth happens, change comes into our lives
even when we would tiaer not deal with it. Every
change in our lives brings with the opportunity for us to
respond and how we respond is completely up to each
one of us. Our response to these changes in our lives,
whether we authored the change or not, presents us with
new opportunities, with a new road to travel, a road that
did not even exist before we made our choice. Whether
new things in our lives make us happy or scare us to
death, they bring things into our lives that did not exist
before and we will have a hand in at@g our own
future. Think about it, the future is not just something
that happens to us, we have a hand in creating it. That is

an exciting concept as we stand on the threshold of a
brand new year, we have a hand in creating our own
future, and if we appach this creation prayerfully |
believe that our future will be what God has desired for
us and that it wil!/ be won
turned into Pollyanna, | know that every road has bumps
and potholes, but | also know that together we starr
around most of those. | am excited about the leadership
of the Vestry, the prayerful nature of the whole
congregation, and the commitment that you all have
made to God and to St. Lu
anything short of wonderful?

HAPPY NEW YEAR!
Fr. Norman

Spirituality
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uncomfortable but believe it or not, we all have some. It

may not get much exercise though and that makes it
hard to find. One way that we can provide the exercise
that our spirituality needs is through the study of the

Scriptures and here at St.
exploration of the readings for each week on
Wednesdays at 11:00 AM in the conference room. It is a
spirited discussion and everyone is invited but | know
that some people have to work during the day and so
we are offering an additional Bible Study on Monday
evenings, 7-8:30 PM, beginning on January 7. This is
going to be a different type of Bible Study, one that has

a curriculum that will guide our engagement of the
Scriptures in a Discovery of the Bible. Come and join us
for a 30 week voyage into the Bible. It could be the

most exciting trip that you have ever taken!




Wor ship at St
One piece of advice that | received in seminary is that |
should never monkey with the worship schedule but |
did not listen and changed the fourth Wednesday
Evensong to 6:30 because | thought that it was important
to be consistent and all of the other Wednesday evening
services were at 6:30. It made sense to me, atvé
received considerable feedback that indicates that there
may be some other considerations that | missed, like
choir practice and young
programs at the Lenten Suppers.

In light of all of this input and with much consultation
with interested parties, here is our worship schedule:

Sunday® 7:30 AM Rite | Eucharist, no music
10:30 AM Rite Il Eucharist with Choir

Monday 1 Friday 8:30 AM Morning Prayer in the
Childrends Chapel

Wednesday- 6:00 PM Evening Prayer in the Church

Fourth Wednesday of the month 6:00 PM Sung Evening
Prayer (Evensong)

See you in Church!

Sunday Meals

"Sunday Dinner from St. Luke's is
an outreach program that serves
our local community. We bring hot
meals and warm greetings to
homebound recipients. We currently
serve 8 people, and the delivery
time is about 30 minutes. We need
at least one more cook, and we
really need volunteers to be
available as substitutes on short
notice when a regular team member
is unable to serve and other arrangements cannot
be made. It may be the most rewarding thing you

do all week! Please call Lisa deBrauwere at 557
6328 to volunteer. And don't forget the St. Luke's
food pantry. It goes fast. Let's all try to bring

nonperishable and canned goods regularly, to put
in the food basket every Sunday. Thanks!"

Lukeds
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As we come to a close of our calendar year, but are only

one month into our liturgical year, it is a time for
reflection. | have been thinking about what makes our

church stick t oget her, even though
di sagreement so. I think it i
to living a Christ-like life, however imperfectly we do it

day to day. | have heard not only good stories, but also

greah gtofieg, )abouh dow ourpnengbers afeensaking aa n d
difference in the lives of others they come in touch with.

This has warmed my heart.

| would like to express my thanks to David McCormick,
our organist, for his dedication to preparing the music
for us weekly. Another word of thanks goes to all the
young people who participated in the choir and blessed
us with solos and trios, hand bells, and organ music.
Thank you to St . Lukeos
throughout the year and especially the wonderful music
on Christmas Eve. What a pleasant surprise to have to
worry if we would have enough choir robes, and where
to seat everyone in the choir loft.

Ch

January 1, 2008 Isaac and | will celebrate our 35™
anniversary. This seems like a major landmark for us,

since neither one of us was a young adult when we
married. | would like to thank Isaac for all the support

and understanding he has given to my musical life. |
dond6t think he could have ant
would dash out the door sayi:-
church to work omMet kemomssiheo d
a traditional Sunday dinner, and that preparing the
Christmas Eve music takes precedence over decorating

our house. For those who are close to me | give special

thanks.

Mark your Calendar!

Morning Prayer Monday through Fridaythe
Chapel at 8:30 am

Evening Prayer Wednesdays at 6:00pm in the
church

Bible Study on Wednesdays at 11:00am and
Mondays at 7:00 p.m.

The Order of St. Luke meets on Jan" &td 28th
in the conference room

Vestry will meet Jan.'8at 6:00
The Men of the Church meet Jafl' @t 6:30 p.m.




The 2007 Annual Report
Episcopal Church, Marianna Florida

For the first eight months of 2007 The Rev. John C.
Scott served as interim rector. | assumed the position of
Deaconin Charge on Jun4 of this year. There were 3659
persons who attended Sunday Services in 2007; there were
4033 persons who received the Holy Eucharist this year. The
Eucharist was celebrated 62 times on Sundays and nine times
on weekdays. The average Sunday attendéorcthe entire
year was approximately 72 persons. The average Sunday
attendance since we resumed two services on Sunday is 80
persons. The Daily Office was read 58 times on weekdays
and two times on Sundays and for the purposes of this report |
only cownted instances where more than one person read the
Office. We conducted five funerals and two Baptisms and
confirmed 12 people. | preached 29 times. The Rectors
Discretionary Fund dispensed $5,900.00 almost exclusively in
the assistance with utility tél, lodging, gasoline, and bus
tickets. The food pantry has served 703 individuals in this
year.

Those are the statistics and they tell a story but it is
by no means the entire story. It does not convey the excellent
job of the Senior Warden and vestry providing leadership
and stability to this parish. It does not convey the involvement
of the entire parish in parish life and fellowship and it
certainly does not convey the hopes and dreams of the future.
The whole story can only be told by all of yadno made up
that story, who are that story, and it is a wonderful story to
tell.

In October of 2005 Bishop Duncan told me about
Saint Lukebs and about the
and asked me to consider this church as my calling upon
graduationfrom seminary. He did not send me to Saint
Lukeobs, he asked me to consi
felt called to this place. For about one year | read all of your
newsletters off of the webpage that Doug Melvin does such a
good job with. | readlathe past newsletters that | could get
my hands on and | read all of the current newsletters. | read
all of the bulletins, | paid attention to what hymns were sung,
and | prayed and | listened. | visited with the vestry in
December of 2005 and | retwth in August to worship with
you. That was enough to end my discernment process; it was
and is my opinion, my belief, that God has called me to this
place.

What | found here was a group of people, a
congregation, who had a very rich heritage, who hbist@ry
of leadership in this town, who had a history of good
stewardship, who had a history of a very rich prayer life.
What | found is a church that has no line item for outreach in
its budget but you heard me say that the Rectors Discretionary
Fund dipersed almost $6000 and that over 700 people had
benefited from the
found people who know what
very quiet about it. But it was also a group of people who had
survived several yeard turmoil and upheaval, a very painful
time that damaged many members of this congregation. That
pain is still evident, as demonstrated by the fact that it is
mentioned by someone at least once a week and also by the
fact that some members left and neveturned. We miss
t hem. We are di minished by
and made personal contact with all of those that have left the

of di c_ernmert in January.

generosity
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lgst few yea® and spre havepéereablesto come back. Buck
and Janet Garrett join us for Morning Prayer tvacereek but

are unable to join us at the Eucharist for reasons that have
nothing to do with this pain. Others may not ever be able to
rejoin us. We pray that they have found a church where they
are nourished and fed.

What | did not find here is any awaess of the
mission of this church. If | were to ask you right now to write
down what you think God put this church here to do, | expect
that | would get many, many different answers. Without a
common mission there is no wa
what we were put here to do. Without a common vision we
cannot know where we are going. It is important that both of
these, mission and vision, are common to all of us. Wherever
we are going, we have to go there together or we will never
arrive. Discening the mission and vision is a process that
takes time and prayer and work and it also requires that we are
open to do Godbés will Thi s
not what | think the mission should be nor is it what any of
you necessarily thinthat it should be but rather it is what God
reveals to us through our discernment process, through our
prayers, through our common work. Once we have discerned
our mission we will use that to weigh all decisions that we

undertake. Instead of askingafdecision is right or wrong,
good or bad, we wi || ask fAdo
not?o6 I f it advances our miss

for us and if it does not advance our mission then we have no
business going there. This provides aywor all of us to
work together for a common purpose and that purpose is our
helping to bring about the kingdom of God.

| am asking you to join me in beginning this process
There is no timetable, no,deadline

d ipdcduseGnt is bidcdirmenprOcBst we'aPeisteMiiy t helr d U
wh at God is saying to this ct

0process by discoverin? a \r/raﬁl to listen to each other and talk to
e nd' Ha

Sch ot withbit o mY Anl Befwibégin with what ©
I |l i ke teplant iinhthelroom. o
be able to come together and talk about what has happened to
all of us in the past five years. Not to assess blame, not to
determine what should have happened or should not have
happened, but merely to talk albdlie way that each of us was
affected by actions taken dur
to go anywhere, if we are to be about something, then we must
have a mission and we must have a vision but we cannot come
together to discern that common missiwithout addressing
the pain that we have endured in the past. Healing and
reconciliation do not come about unbidden. We must begin
the process. We cannot paper over our troubles and pretend
that they never happened because they did happen. We can
takeour pain out and hold it up so that others are aware of our
pain, of the pain that we have caused each other, and then we
can begin to heal.
Yoguobve eard that ,old say
beg‘?ng wit$ éin@lé sterj. u,_?e,% %%ur I?rs Qifgle & &d T X’
urney®thatdsr@ Hid of thid pArEH Wk Ravelad! S
excellent church, we have wonderful people, and we have a
future that is yet to be determined but we begin here and we
begin together. Please come with me and let us together
discover vihat God has in mind for us.
Amen.

|l 6ve written |



Continuing Education

This may be of interest to some; | plan to
attend at Christ Church, Cathedral, Mobile. It is
a presentation of the Trinity Institute and the
featured speakers this year are: James Carroll,
James A. Cone, Tarig Ramadan, Susannah
Heschel, and the preacher at the opening
Eucharist is the Presiding Bishop, Katherine
Jefferts Schori. If you would like more

Memorial Lists

The Altar Flower, Candle and Music Memorial
Lists for 2008 will be posted at the back of the
church. Please reserve your date soon.

Available dates for January are:
Altar Flowers: 20", 27™

Music: 13", 27"

Candle: 13",20" 27"

information follow this link:
http://www.trinitywallstreet.org/education/?instit
ute-2008&p=themes

Box Tops for Education

Religion & Violence: Untangling the Roots of Last school year She box topsKoe 6 s
Conflict education fifcouponso from Ge

R contribute the proceeds to local schools. Each coupon is
An Interfaith Dialogue

worth  10t. Our contribution amount last year was

While people of faith raise prayers for peace, disappointing but better than nothing; we can do much better.
stories of religiously fueled violence fill the I trackedompowewnchipping of |
news. Critics question whether the world can and today | have eleven fcoup

. The silver cans for collection of box tops are in the back of
affpr_d to to'?rate a fo“?e as destructive as the church, the Sunday school building, and the parish hall.
religion. Is violence an inescapable result of Please clip ficoup o nhe @oupbrsita h f
religious commitment, or is it a distortion, a church.
human projection on a God in whom there is
no violence? Is it the sole province of
extremists, or do the roots of conflict touch all
persons of faith?

Anne Watterson

Do solutions to these seemingly intractable
problems lie within the traditions themselves?
Through keynote presentations and small
group theological reflection, this interfaith
gathering will provide opportunities to deepen
understanding, build community, and explore
how religion can be a powerful force for peace
within ourselves, our families, our communities,
and the world. The conference will begin on the
day we honor Martin Luther King, Jr., to ask
how we can take up his legacy of faithful
nonviolence in our time.

Our distinguished keynote speakers and
preacher are skilled theologians who are also
prominent public intellectuals -- Christian,
Jewish, and Muslim. They will:

1 Explore how all three traditions become
entangled with violence
llluminate the resources within the traditions for

living together in peace, without losing our unique
identities


http://www.trinitywallstreet.org/education/?institute-2008&p=themes
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