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The Pastor's Pulpit 

As my ordination date approaches I find myself 

taking up again a question that was debated at length at 

General Theological Seminary and, I expect most 

seminaries. That question is ñDoes ordination effect an 

ontological change in a person or does change occur 

because of other factors?ò  What the questions says is 

does the laying on of hands, either by a bishop for 

ordination to the diaconate, or by presbyters(priests) for 

ordination to the priesthood, cause a change in the 

essential essence of an individuals being? Am I changed 

by ordination or am I changed by the role that I have 

assumed as the pastor of a congregation?  If you can give 

me an answer then you are way ahead of the rest of us 

and we need to get you a faculty position at a seminary 

of divinity school.  The truth of the matter is that we do 

not know at what point the change occurs or what causes 

a change in our basic natures, our being, but it is agreed 

that an ontological change does occur when we enter the 

ordained ministry. I can testify, and I think that my wife 

would agree, that I am a very different person than I was 

four years ago when I entered the seminary. The change 

may have been gradual, becoming more apparent as 

ordination neared, but there was something different 

going on when the Bishop laid his hands on my head and 

I expect that something similar will happen next 

Saturday.  I have been waiting patiently for this day for 

some time and now that it is near I find that I am 

becoming anxious, having trouble sleeping, and that 

confuses me because, in a way, the only thing that 

ordination changes for the church is that we do not need 

to hire a priest every Sunday to consecrate the Elements 

for our Eucharist and to bless us at the end of the 

service. If you look at this situation in that way, there is 

nothing to be anxious about.  

However, there is another way to see this and 

that is that the Holy Spirit is very much alive in groups 

of worshipping people, such as our parish family, and 

the work of the Holy Spirit is carried out by people from 

that congregation because of ontological changes that 

result from worshipping together. The way that I see it, 

there is a change in the very essence of my being as a 

result of both my role as pastor, the laying on of hands, 

and the fact that I worship God alongside all of you. I 

believe that the changes that I experience are felt by all 

of you as well as you engage in your various ministries 

at church and away from church. Ordination is about 

setting apart for a special ministry but living the 

Christian life is about living out the calling that each of 

us receives in a way that works to bring about The 

Kingdom of God. That calling may be working at Wal-

Mart or being a college professor. It can be a call that 

can only be answered by a retired person or a student. 

The point that I am trying to make is that we are all 

called to be or to do something and the way that we go 

about that task can make it either a chore or a 

sanctification of the life that God has given us. I am 

being ordained but we are all called and one is not 

valued higher than the other. 

I look forward to seeing all of you at the 

ordination, where I will be ordained priest at St. Lukeôs 

Episcopal Church, Marianna Florida. Come and let us 

take this next step together. 

 

Your Servant, 

Fr. Norman  

 

MS Volunteer Dinner  
Thanks to the Women of the Church who provided 
food and assisted with the delicious Volunteers 
dinner for the recent Multiple Sclerosis (MS) walk 
that was held at the Citizenõs Lodge on April 19th .  
Approximately 28 people enjoyed a delicious meal 
of spaghetti, salad, hot rolls, garlic bread, brownies 
and ice cream.  Your donations of food and time is 
greatly valued and appreciated.  Those who 
assisted included Anne Watterson, Nancy Connolly, 
Deborah Mitchell, Joyce Dennis, Janet Garrett and 
Eileen Bray.  Your efforts contributed much to this 
charitable  event.  By the way, the MS committee has 
asked that we repeat this dinner next year!  Thanks 
again!!  
    Elsie Moline  
 



                                            

 

 

  

 

By the Grace of God  
and with the consent of the people  

 
The Right Reverend Philip Menzie Duncan, II  
Bishop of the Diocese of the Centr al Gulf Coast  

will ordain  
 

Norman Hart Bray  
 

To the sacred Order of Priests  
In Christõs One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic 

Church  
On Saturday, the third of May  

Two thousand and eight  
At eleven oõclock in the morning 

 
St. Lukeõs Episcopal Church 

4362 Lafayet te St.  
Marianna, Florida  

 
Your prayers and presence are requested  

 

Reception following  
Clergy:  Red Stoles  
 

 

Christian Ed 

 
Throughout history, individuals have sometimes 

experienced profound spiritual longings. Facing 

uncharted territory, they mapped new terrain in their 

search for intimacy with God. We call them 

Pioneers of the Spirit. This series covers: 

 

-Augustine of Hippo  

-Teresa of Avila 

-Julian of Norwich 

-Hildegard of Bingen  

-Dante Aligheri  

-Ignatius Loyola  

-William Blake  

Angie Miller will be leading a 7 week Adult Forum 

on these Pioneers of the Spirit beginning May 25
th
. 

Please join us. 

 

On July 13
th
 Brother Francis will lead a three week 

look at the history of the very early Christian 

Church. 

 
 

 

Flowers 
 

We use a Flower Ministry to beautify 

our church for worship and also to 

provide a way for parishioners to 

participate in this worship.  Many 

times flowers are used as a memorial 

for a loved one, or to mark memorable events in our 

lives.   
 

After our worship services have ended on 

Sunday, we often send the flowers to someone who may 

need them to cheer their life, so that their beauty can be 

appreciated until the flowers fade.  It has been the 

responsibility of the individual who provided the flowers 

to designate where the flowers should go after church. 

We have a list of parishioners willing to deliver the 

flowers on Sunday to those specified by the person or 

persons the donor has requested they be given.  
 

 If you provide the flowers on a Sunday, you 

may wish to take them home after church [or have them 

taken] or delivered to a friend, or to a nursing home.  

This is your choice.  So, please let the Flower Deliverers 

know your wishes, so that the flowers are not left in an 

empty church. 
 

Fr.Norman  

 

 

ELON 

In May will meet at the Elkõs Lodge at 6:30 

p.m.  In June ELON will meet at Bogeyõs in 

Defuniak Springs.  Please meet at the 

church at 5:30 p.m. to carpool to Defuniak 

Springs.  

 
Clean -up Days  

Many, many thanks to all who have worked so hard 
to prepare our buildings and grounds for the 
ordination. MacKinnon Hall, the education building, 
and the church all look sparkling clean and 
beautiful. Our visitors will take away an image of a 
church that is loved and cared for by the people 
who worship here and we will 
enjoy using our excellent, 
clean, facilities. Thanks to all 
who have contributed in so 
many ways to this effort.  

 

 



                                            

 

 

  

Note from Treasurersô 
 

The First quarter statements have been sent 
out if you did not get one and feel you should 
have please contact Claudia Smith, 482-7507 
or claudia59@embarqmail.com, or call the 
church office at 482-2431. 
 

 
 

�6�W�����/�X�N�H�·�V���2�X�W�U�H�D�F�K���0�L�Q�L�V�W�U�\ 
 

�$�V�� �D�� �U�H�P�L�Q�G�H�U�� �I�R�U�� �\�R�X�� �D�V�� �D�� �S�D�U�L�V�K�L�R�Q�H�U�� �6�W���� �/�X�N�H�¶�V���± 
Outreach Ministry will be funded by loose offerings 
provided in the collection plate as follows: 
 

�7�K�H���5�H�F�W�R�U�¶�V���'�L�V�F�U�H�W�L�R�Q�D�U�\���)�X�Q�G���± 1st Sunday 
Faith Health Clinic �± 2nd

 Sunday 
 �6�W�����/�X�N�H�¶�V���)�R�R�G���3�D�Q�W�U�\���± 3rd

 Sunday * 
 

In this way you may directly support the Outreach 
Ministry that is important to you by placing your loose 
cash in the collection plate on that Sunday.  Your 
support is vital to the church and our community as we 
build the Kingdom of GOD in Marianna. 
 

* This is in addition to the $500 per month from St. 
�/�X�N�H�¶�V���*�H�Q�H�U�D�O���)�X�Q�G���� 

 
 

Worship 
  Our worship schedule will change slightly in 

May. I think that you will appreciate these changes.  

 

On Wednesday evening our worship will 

become a Rite II with Holy Eucharist.  It will be a very 

simple service.  Then, on the fourth Wednesday of every 

month we will include a Healing Service.  

 

The Sunday worship schedule will be 

unchanged. But, if there is sufficient interest, there is the 

potential for something a little bit different.  Our church 

used to have a service that began with Morning Prayer, 

and then moved into the Holy Communion. The Book of 

Common Prayer 1979 still allows for this service. We 

could do this on the last Sunday of the month, if enough 

people would like Morning Prayer with Holy 

Communion. 

 

 Please let me know what you think, one way or 

the other, and we will study on this for a while. 
 

Fr.Norman  

 

Mark your Calendar! 

Morning Prayer Monday through Friday in the 

Chapel at 8:30 am 
 

Wednesday Eucharist at 6:00 p.m. in the church  
 

Bible Study on Wednesdays at 11:00am & 7:00 

p.m.  
 

The Order of St. Luke meets on May 12
th
 & 26

th
 in 

the conference room 
 

Vestry will meet May 13
th
 at 6:00 p.m. 

 

The Men of the Church meet May 5
th
 at 6:30 p.m. 

 

 
 

From the Altar Guild  
      

Please look at these Altar Guild teams.  If your name does 

not appear on this list, we need you.  You do not need to 

write a long resume or go for a ñscaryò interview.  The job 

is yours if you want it.  You will not receive a big salary, 

but you will receive many rewards.  Call me (482-4112) or 

anyone on an Altar Guild team. 

    Team 3 

    March 08 
    Sheila Mader 

    Anne Watterson 

     Elsie Moline 

     

 

Team 1    Team 4 

June 08    April 08  
Janice McLaulin   Pat Furr 

Cindy Smith   Nancy Connolly 

Kay Dennis   Jimmie Sue Sims 

    Beth Stewart 

                   

Team 2 

July 08    Team 5 

Debbie McKeithan  May 08 

Jo-Ann Anderson  Theresa McKeithan 

Joyce Dennis   Georganne Sherrel 

Melissa Laramore  Debbie Cloud 

    Susan Lockey   

Note:  The present Altar Guild team leaders want to know 

if there are members on other teams who would be willing 

to aid them by crossing over at times.  If you can volunteer 

to assist other teams (at times) please give me your name.  I 

will publish this volunteer list. 

 

     

      

         Altar Guild Chairperson 

            (482-4112) 

 


